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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication received January 16, 2007 June 
3, 2006. Claims 1, 6-8, 10-12, 17-19, 21, 26-28, and 30-31 are still pending in the application. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 6-8, 11-12, 17-19, 21, 26-28, and 30-31 
have been considered but are moot in view of a new ground of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1,6-8, 11-12, 17-19, 21, 26-28, 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lidow (U.S. Patent No. 7,003,474) in view of Proquest (Logility Announces 
Voyager XPS; Internet-based Application Assists Companies with Collaborative Planning, 
Forecasting and Replenishment (CPFR) Process), and further in view of Hogge et al (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,983,194). 

As per claims 1 and 30, Lidow discloses a supply chain network. In so doing, Lidow 
discloses automatically generate a plan according to the planning data, at least two of the entities 
not directly communicating planning data to one another (i.e., planners for generating plans 
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based on demand requirements)(col. 8, lines 11-27; col. 14, lines 5-31), a manager application 
operable to receive the plan and automatically identify one or more exceptions in the plan, 
communicate planning data relating to the exceptions to one or more of the entities (col. 7, lines 
60 through col. 8 line5), receive instructions from one or more of the entities regarding how the 
exceptions are to resolved, and automatically modify the planning data in response to the 
instructions (col. 15, lines 46-65 and col. 22, lines 25-36). Lidow teaches all of the limitations 
above; however, Lidow fails to explicitly disclose a planning application operable to receive 
planning data from plurality of entities included in a value chain. Proquest in the same field of 
endeavor, however, teaches a planning application for receiving planning data (demand data) 
from enterprises/customers, and instruction to communicate the planning data. Note pages 1-4 
of Proquest. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
disclosures of Lidow to incorporate the disclosures of Proquest with the motivation to provide 
better experience for customers and optimize enterprise operations. 

Hogge teaches The planning coordination system communicates with the planning 
system of the first factory and communicates with separate planning coordination systems of the 
other factories with which the first factory has demand and supply part relationships. The 
planning coordination system receives and processes demands and responses communicated by 
the planning coordination systems of the other factories. The planning coordination system 
provides planning information to the planning system of the first factory and obtains information 
about products to be produced and parts needed from an output plan of that planning system. The 
planning coordination system communicates responses to the planning coordination system of 
each factory from which a demand was received in order to provide supply part information and 
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communicates a demand to the planning coordination system of each factory from which parts 
are needed in order to provide demand part information. The planning coordination system 
repeats receiving, processing, providing, obtaining and communicating such that the planning 
system of the first factory can adjust the output plan responsive to the demands and responses 
communicated between the first factory and the other factories (col. 3, line 38 through col. 4 line 
67). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosures 
of Lidow, and Proquest to incorporate the teachings of Hogge in order to planning coordination 
systems that operate to coordinate factories having demand and supply part relationships with the 
other factories in the manufacturing chain. 

As per claim 6, Lidow further discloses a supply planning engine, the plurality of entities 
comprise enterprises, and the plan comprises a supply chain plan for at least a portion of a supply 
chain including the enterprises (i.e. a supply chain planners)(col. 14, lines 5-11). 

As per claim 7, Lidow further discloses wherein at least one of the exceptions comprises 
an excess or lack of supply of an item (col. 11, line 22). 

As per claim 8, Lidow further discloses wherein the planning data comprises data 
selected from the group consisting of demand data, supply data, inventory data, and capacity data 
(See abstract). 

As per claim 11, Lidow further discloses wherein the marketplace comprises a web server 
operable to communicate the planning data relating to the exceptions to one or more entities in 
the value chain (col. 27, lines 38-50). 

Claim 12 is a method claim corresponding to system claim 1 and is rejected under 35 
U.S.C 103 for the same reason set forth in claim 1. 
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Claims 17-19 are method claims corresponding to system claims 6-8 and are rejected 
under 35 U.S. C 103 for the same reason set forth in claims 6-8. 

Claim 21 is a software, the software embodied in a computer-readable medium 
corresponding to system claim 1 and is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103 for the same reason set forth 
in claim 1. 

Claims 26-28 are a software, the software embodied in a computer-readable medium 
corresponding to system claims 6-8 and are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103 for the same reason set 
forth in claims 6-8. 

5. . Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lidow (U.S. 
Patent No. 7,003,474), and view og Hogge (U;S. Patent No. 5,983,194) and further in view of 
view of Proquest. 

As per claim 10, Lidow fails to explicitly disclose an electronic marketplace that supports 
the planning application and the manager application. However, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the disclosures of Lidow to incorporate an 
electronic marketplace as a hub between the entities with the motivation to allow the entities to 
send and receive messages* 

6. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lidow (U.S. 
Patent No. 7,003,474) in view of Proquest (Logility Announces Voyager XPS; Internet-based 
Application Assists Companies with Collaborative Planning, Forecasting and Replenishment 
(CPFR) Process) in view of Notani et al "Notani" (U.S. Patent No. 6,567,783), and further in 
view of Hogge (U.S. Patent No. 5,983,194) 
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Claim 31 recites all of the limitations of rejected claim 1 above; therefore, claim 31 is 
rejected under the same rationale relied upon of claim 1 above. In addition, Lidow discloses 
automatically communicate a notification regarding the existence of an exception to one or more 
of the entities (col. 8, lines 11-27; col 12, lines 52-59), receive a request for information about 
the exception from one or more of the entities in response to the notification, automatically 
communicate planning data relating to the exception to one or more of the entities in response to 
receiving the request, receive instructions from one or more of the entities regarding how the 
exceptions are to resolved (col. 15, lines 1 1-45), automatically modify the planning data in 
response to the instructions (i.e. adjusting the demand information) (col. 14, lines 5-31). 

Lidow does not explicit disclose the concept of controlling access to the planning 
information based on a permissibility framework. Notani in the same field of endeavor, 
discloses the concept of controlling access in a value supply chain environment on a 
permissibility framework. Note col. 11, lines 1 1-48 of Notani. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the disclosures of Lidow to 
include the controlling access of information based on permissibility framework in the same 
conventional manner as disclosed by Notani in order to protect the validity of the planning 
information. 

Hogge teaches The planning coordination system communicates with the planning 
system of the first factory and communicates with separate planning coordination systems of the 
other factories with which the first factory has demand and supply part relationships. The 
planning coordination system receives and processes demands and responses communicated by 
the planning coordination systems of the other factories. The planning coordination system 
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provides planning information to the planning system of the first factory and obtains information 
about products to be produced and parts needed from an output plan of that planning system. The 
planning coordination system communicates responses to the planning coordination system of 
each factory from which a demand was received in order to provide supply part information and 
communicates a demand to the planning coordination system of each factory from which parts 
are needed in order to provide demand part information. The planning coordination system 
repeats receiving, processing, providing, obtaining and communicating such that the planning 
system of the first factory can adjust the output plan responsive to the demands and responses 
communicated between the first factory and the other factories (col 3, line 38 through col. 4 line 
67). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosures 
of Lidow, and Proquest to incorporate the teachings of Hogge in order to planning coordination 
systems that operate to coordinate factories having demand and supply part relationships with the 
other factories in the manufacturing chain. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Romain Jeanty whose telephone number is (571) 272-6732. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30AM - 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq R. Hafiz can be reached on (571) 272-6729. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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